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LIFE OF ORIGEN. 


To the Biography of this astonishing genius, some 
account of the chaiacter and condition of the Christian 
Chureh in his age, is a necessary introduction, especially 
fo. those readers who are not versed in ecclesiastical 


history. 

Christianity, such as it was, had been disseminated, 
more or less, in almost every piovince of that vast Em- 
pire which extended fiom the tiver Euphrates in the east 
+o the isles of Britain in the west, and from the Dniester 
and Baltic on the noith, to Mount Atlas and the Lybian 
Desert in the south. It was, however, in that region 
which lay between the Euphrates and the Archipelago, 
that the most considerable bodies of chiistians were gath- 


ered. Here were the remains of the seven churches of 


Asia, the church of Jerusalem, and those of Judea; and 
besidcs others of less note, the great and flourishing 
church at Antioch. In Egypt, butfew of the natives had 
fo:saken the pagan religion ; and the progress of chiistia- 
nity, in that country, was almost wholly confined to the 
city of Alexandria. Here, however, was a church nu- 
merous and respectable; and as this great city was 
famous as the seat of learning and of that sort of philo- 
sophy then in vogue, the christians here became distin- 
guished for their attainments in that visionary and absurd 
science. In Carthage and its adjacent territory, now the 
kingdom of Tunis, there were several small churches 
established, and bishops settled. In Italy, the christians 
had become considerably numerous; and the city of 
Rome itself is supposed to have contained about fifty 
thousand of them, amidst a population of, perhaps, a 
million* inhabitants. To the west of the Alps, in what 
snow F ance, there were only some scatte:ed churches, 


hardly suppo.ted by the zeal of a few christians, in the 


cities of Lyons, Arles, Narbonne, Thoulouse, Limoges, 
Clermont, fours and Paris. From France, the light of 
se gospel was still more faintly reflected on the remote 
Roman provinees of Spain and Britain. As to the bar- 
Divoas tiibes of Caledonia, and the savage borderers on 


tae Khine and Danube, they had probably received some 


nopefeet Knowledge of christianity, by means of the 
vaslous Opportunities naturally presented to them in the 
urse of war and commerce. 

In addition to the fovegoing sketch, it may be observed 
that though the church of this age was composed, in 
general, of the lower class of people, yet it contained 
hunbe.s of learning and wealth, and some of family and 
‘fluence. There were also many christians in ‘the 
Koman armies, and even in the Court. Indeed, their 
rfeigion was, at times, no great obstacle to promotion 
ant peferment; though, at other times, it brought on 
tiem the severest persecutions. After all, the number of 
chistians cannot have exceeded, in proportion, the twen- 
‘eth part of the subjects of the Koman Ev npire; but 
“eh habits of union, zeal and courage, which contributed 
‘o their actual increase, gave thei also the appearance 
ol greater Strength and numbers than they really posses- 


sed, 


When we speak of their christianity, however, we 


Must not be understood to mean that simple system of 


“uth which Christ taught, and his apostles inculcated. 


‘nthe course of a century and a half, it had gradually 
bec me soinewhat corrupted by the adimission of certain 
‘wish and Pagan notions. But what was worse, the 
“ned had lately begun to add to it the visionary prin- 
‘Des and dark subtelties of a philosophy, utterly vain, 
— then in high repute, compounded of the Oriental and 
~‘ttonic systems. We can scarcely conceive of any 
_ 03 more unlike the plain doctrine of our Saviour, than 

ieterogeneous mass of notions, which was thus col- 
“ted, and denominated christianity. The commentators 


ites 


> ‘ . 
..,. ‘i estimate of the population of Rome is founded rather on 


-, 2° tre than on certain authority Twenty seven years before 
‘*' the number of citizens ia Rome was 463,000; and there was 
‘*\) abouttbe same number inthe second aad third centu 
‘ter Christ [tis to be remembered, however, that the citi. 


t 


/ “ere not more than one hall of the whole mass of the people 
__ og soldiers servants, siaves kc. The census taken by Au 

) A D 14. is re certain authority; as thit seems to hay 
nie the ciuzens of the severai Koman provinces, or at least 
“Feigners who had been ealisted in the Roman armies. 


c 





and the dociors of the church imagined, however, that 
they could discover traces of all their favorite fancies, in 
the scriptures; but this would have Peen impossible, 
nad they not, for this very purpose, adopted the most 
absurd rules of interpreting the sacred text. They were 
all agreed in attributing to the whole Bible, a hidden 
and mysterious meaning, as well as an obvious and lite- 
ralone; and as if this was not enough, many of them 
began to convert the scripture histery into adllegories, 
wherever, by the grossest ingenuity, they could torture 
it into the least resemblance of their fictions. 

The manners, also, of the clergy, had now begun to 
approach, at once, the two extremes of austerity and 
licentiousness. From the Oriental and Platonic systems 
of philosophy, a plan of discipline was introduced, con- 
sisting of mortifications, fastings, watchings, and monkisb 
seclusion; so that, instead of regarding the body as a 
convenient servant, they were led to consider it as a de- 
testable foe, whichit was their duty to hate and torment. 
But what would be incredible, had it not been so often 
realized, this austere and morose sort of discipline was 
too frequently attended with a proportionate degree of 
immorality and lewdness. Many of the christian doctors 
of this age adopted the pernicious maxim of the Plato- 
nists, that it was lawful to deceive and to lie, for the pur- 
pose of advancing the cause of truth and piety; and 
some, who affected the abstinence of celibacy, indulged 
themselves in the possession of concubines fiom among 
those who had made professions of perpetual chastity. 
It ought to be remarked, however, that neither the man- 
ners nor the sentiments of the common laity, seem to 
have been so far removed from the Apostolic standard, 
as were those of the clergy. 

As to the treatment which the christians of this age 
experienced from the secular power, it was extremely 
variable, owing to the unsteady and distracted state of 
the Roman governmont. Of sixteen <imperors who as- 
cended the throne during O-igen’s life, fourteen were 
slain, most of them by their own soldiers; and in the 
mean while, alternate anarchy and wilitary despotism 
presented a scene, of which no truer example could be 
mentioned than that of modern Algiers. Throughout 
this turbulent period, the christians were liable to the 
severest penalties, and to death itself, from certain laws 
against thein which were in force; but these laws were 
sometimes, and in some places, entirely neglected by the 
magistrates; while at other times, or in other places, 
they were either partially or fully executed, just as ca- 
price, policy, prejudice or superstition might dictate. 
(here were two persecutions, however, in this period, 
which deserve particulary mention: the first, about the 
17th year of Origen’s age, in which his father suffered 
death ; and the other, near the close of his life, in which 
he himself narrowly escaped martyrdom. 

ORIGEN was born, A. D. 184 or 185, in the city of 
Alexandria, in Egypt. His father, Leonidas, caused him, 
while very young, to be instructed in all the lea:ning of 
the times; but directed him to apply himself particularly 
to the study of the Scriptures, assigning him, every day, 
a portion thereof. to commit to memory. ‘The son's 
inclination seconded the father’s solicitous care; and 
O.igen, though a mere youth, soon became so expert in 
interpreting the sacred oracles after the mysterious and 
allegorical method then in vogue. that he was universally 
regarded as an extraordinary person. It is reported that 
Leonidas often stood by him while he slept, and uncove- 
ring his breast, kissed it with reverence, as honored with 
the indwellings of the Divine Spirit. 

When he was a little more advanced in years, he 
studied divinity under the celebrated christian father, 
Clemens Alexandrinus, in the catechetical school of 
Alexandria. .His studies in this distinguished seminary 
were, however, soon interrupted by the persecution w hich 
began, A. D. 202. This was in the 17th year of Origen’s 
age. His master, Clemens Alexandrinus, was obliged 
to flee from the city; and his father, Leonicas. was 
seized and imprisoned fer his faith. Origen would have 
voluntarily delivered himself up to the persecutors in 
hopes of attaining the honor of martyrdom, had he wot 
been prevented by his mother, who hid his clothes, and 
thus confined him to the house. Fearing that his father’s 
constancy would be overcome by regard for his family’s 
-afety, he wrote him a letter urging bim to stand stead- 

ast, and be careful not to swerve fiom his profession o1 


their account, Leonidas, animated by his sons exbor- 





tation, remained inflexible to the last, and courageously 
suliered martyrdom. 

His goods being confiscated, his family was reduced to 
extreme poverty; butarich lady of Alexandria, either 
from compassion or .espect, took Origen into her own 
house, and aflo\ded him eve:y necessary assistance. 
There lived with her, at the same time, Paul, of Antioch, 
a famous beretic, whom she had adopted as her son. 
This man held conferences at her house, which were 
attended by a great number, not only of heretics, but 
also of catholics. Origen, however, though obliged by 
his situation to converse with him at times, would hold 
no communion, nor joinin prayer with him; and he took 
every method to express his abhorrence of heresy. 


(To be contin ued.) 
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TO A “CALVINIST.” 

Dear Sir—T am very happy to find in the last Intelligence: 
your calin and christian notice of my former communication 
to you. Before proceeding to an examination of the senti- 
ments there advanced, I must be permitted to express my 
sincere thanks for that *“* generous candor,” which breathes 
throughout your commurication. In all, which may be mu- 
tually written between us, nay the same disposition continue 
to govern us both. 

1 confess that I was a little disappointed in not discovering 
any thing iv your premises peculiar to Calvinism. You seem 
to have taken the ground of limitarians in general, in main- 
taining that in which they all unite, viz: the doctrine of 
endless punishment. You must be sensible, my dear Sir, that 
you have stated your premises so generally, that | am not 
only to attack Calvinism in particular, but the whole phalanx 
of all other denommations, who are disposed to oppose my 
views. This advaniage to yourself and disadvantage to me, 
you seem cautiously to have calculated. However, your 
candor ana good feelings are certainly entitled to my com- 
phance. 

As the Editor of the Intelligencer has expressed a desire, 
that polemical communications should be trimmed of their 
redundencies as much as possible, | must crave the privilege 
of passing over many preliminary remarks of yours, which 
are entitled to no little notice. I shall come then, to the im- 
mediate consideration of the premises laid down by you, as 
the main points of our controversy. You begin by stating, 
Ist, “* That man is a sinner, and must be punished according 
to his sinfulness.” In this, you have very justly pre-engaged 
our arguinent. I ever have maintained, as I stated to you in 
the conversation referred to, that all sin must meet with its 
own appropriate and full punishment. But there are one or 
two expressions of yours under this head, to which I would 
invite your unprejudiced attention. After quoting this text, 
“The soul that sinneth, shali die,” you proceed to take it 
for granted, that this is an “eternal death.” [do not wonder 
that you thus hastily expressed yourself, consicering your long 
practised habits of thinking. But I must be permitted to in- 
quire afiectionately of you, whether you seriously examined 
the subject when you gave it this denomination? If by the 
declaration, ** The soul that sinneth, shall die,” we are to un- 
derstand that the soul that sinneth shall suffer eternal death, 
who I ask, can escape eternal death? Have not “all sin- 
ned ?” Is there even ajuvst man that liveth and sinneth not ? 
And is not * every one cursed, that continues not in ad/ things 
written in the book of the law to do them?” How then, I 
inquire, can any one, nay, how can even a just man escape 
eternal death ? But perhaps you will say, repentance will 
insure the subject of it an exemption from this sentence, Is 
this susceptible of proof? Does not the text speak in por 
terins, saying, ** The soul that sinneth, sHALL die?” Will re- 
pentance or any thing else facilitate our escape from the 
threatened and positive fulfilment of that, which Almighty 
God says shall take place ? I exhort you to pause and con- 
sider the tendency of your declaration. If you continue to 
maintain that the death there intimated, is an * eternal 
death,” it seems to me you must be constrained to acknowl- 


’ 


edge universal eternal misery. 

You proceed to say, that ** so long as man continues rebel- 
lious and unreconciled toa ho.y God, he is punishable, by 
his holy, violated law.” To this | heartily agree.. And you 
will acknowledge, that in this | dono violence to my senti- 
ment; because, | beheve that our blessea Saviour was mani- 
fested “to take away the sin of the world: and to reconcile 
ailthings unto himself” When these things are done, ¥ man’ 
will not any longer ‘be punishable by his holy, violated 
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law,” because he will no longer continue rebellious and un- 
reconciled to a holy God. 

In reference to your 2d statement, that “ all sins are not 
punishable in this life,” it is not necessary that I should say 
much, because I intend to take the ground of universalists in 
general ; as you have also taken the ground of limitarians in 
general. { certainly amas much entitled to avail myseif of 
the different opinions of Universalists, as you are of those of 
Limitarians. For myself, I care little, whether ** sinners are 
justly punished according to their works,” in this life, or that 
which is tocome ; since it is certain they must and will be 
punished as much as they deserve, and they deserve just as 
much as will prove to be for their good. Butthat this pan- 
ishment will have an end, it seems to me to be implied in the 
very language which you use; for if man is to be punished 
according to his works, it is evident that that punishment 
can never be fully inflicted, if it never have an end. Can a 
man be fully punished for a crime, when that punishinent, by 
being endless, can never, never be fully inflicted? — 

Your 3d statement is, that ** reason and revelation teach 
that there is no change afier death; for if there was, then all 
motives to reformation in shis life, would be nullified.” ‘To 
both these ideas, my dear iriend, | must respectfully beg leave 
to object. But the last, 1 wil! first consider. ls it a fact, that 
there can be no motive to reformation in this life, if we believe 
there is to be no change after death; and in consequence of 
the want of that change, endless misery must result? If the 
dread of future punishment operates as an incentive to ref- 
ormation at all, will not the belief of a great, but yet limited 
punishment after death, operate in the same manner? If no 
punishment but an endless one will produce motives to tef- 
ormation, we might suppose that no punishment threatened 
in this life could operate as a motive to 1eformation here. 
Rutis itso? Will notthe thief forbear to steal, if he be- 
lieves the States Prison will be his reward ? How then is it, 
that the certainty of temporal punishment will produce mo- 
tives to reformation in this life; and that the certainty of 
great punishment in the world to come, wiii not produce this 
motive? It seems to me, that if punishment in this life pro- 
duces motives to reformation, and limited punishment in an- 
other hfe praduces /ess of those motives, endl SS punishinent 
in another state will produce no motives to reformation in this 
life atall! 

But you sav “ reason and revelation teach, that there is no 
clange after death.” 1 am happy to find that you are dis- 
posed to conjoin reason and revelation. This is what might 
have been expected from a friend of your sense and erudition. 
It is by their union, that truth is produced ; and by separa- 
ting them, that error is propagated. But does revelation 
ieach that there is no change after death ? Yeu have cited me 
to Eccl. 9,10; ** There is no work, nor device, nor Knowl- 
edge, nor wisdom in the grave,” &c. But if there is no 
* knowledge,” nor ** wisdom,” after death, how can there be 
a * knowledge” of happiness or misery? This text, you will 
readily perceive, can have no bearing upon the question.— 
But the scriptures speak ofachange after death. You will 
acknowledge that the resurrection is to take place after death, 
and Vaul, in xv Cor. tells us that then “we shall add be 
changed.” In fact, if there isno change after death, I see not 
how any one can be happy ; for no one can be perfectly hap _ 
py, till he is perfectly holy, and none are so in this life If 
they are ever so, they must be made so by “a change after 
death.” . 

I hope, my dear and venerated Sir, you will not construe 
my natural warmth into any hardness. 1 feel to possess an 
affectionate rezard toward you, and hope to consider your 
views with that charity and candor with which our mutua! 
iriendship should ever inspire us. 


A UNIVERSALIST. 








MIS 1 SCELLANEOUS. 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 


UNIVERSALIST CONVENTION—No. II. 

In th» preceding number | took notice of the mistake 
which is probsbly quite prevalent, that the affairs of the 
universalist societies are conducted like those of the con- 
eregationalists. Thatthisisa mistaken view of the case. 
has, I} trust, been made apparent. It has been shown that 
uficulties among congregational churches or ministers ave 
referred to the consideration of councils, specially called 
together forthe purpose ; while, among universalists, the 
convention ajbitrates between its members, and is in 
fact, the tribunal at which disagreements and contentions, 
if such arise between individuals, must be adjusted: If 
the course pursued by our congregational brethren, in 
these cases, is the best, (and Lam fully persuaded it is,) 
it has its preference, not On account ef the antiquity of 
the order, nor from its numbers, nor from their consequence 
in religious society. Much as I respect this part of the 
ecclesiastical constitution of the o.der of whichlam_ wri- 
iting, | have certainly no IMPROPER bias in its favor. 1 
regard the provision to which I allude, because it is 
founded in justice, regulated by principles which distin- 
¢ ish and ennoble christianity, and because it is calcula- 
ted to secure the convenience of parties, and lead to the 
most fair and candid discussion of such cases as may be 
presented, and finally to conduct to the most rational and 
equitable decisions, 


The fist inconvenience or evil that arises from the 
present mode of discipline in the Universalist Convention, 
is, that a member is litble to be called to a great distance 
from his home, to answer to chargesthat may be prefer- 
red against him, and thus be subjected to trouble and 
expense beyond his ability to incur. From the rapid in- 
crease of our order for the last twenty or thirty years, ou: 
societies have become numerous. The Convention is 
styled “the Convention of the New-England States, AND 
OTHERS ;” and it actually embraces the societies gener- 
ally, fiom the eastein paitof Maine to the westwardly 
part of New-Yo:k, and from the northern section of Vei- 
mont, to Pennsylvania, beyond which we know of but 
few societies. It may meet, nay, it has met at the dis- 
tunce of about three hundred miles from the New-England 
seaboard. Now, a member who ts located in the vicinity 
of the place of meeting may cite another, at the distance of 
three hundred miles, to appear and answer to charges 
against him ; and the trouble and inconvenience must fall 
almostentirely upon the distant member. Besides, wit- 
nesses miy be sequired to substantiate facts in the case, 
which would increase the expense and trouble to an in- 
definite, but su eiy to a very great extent. 

Second. We come next to notice the general characte: 
of the tribunal, which sits on the trial of the cases that 
aie presented. Jam not about to speak dissespectfully of 
the convention, nor of any individuals belonging to it.— 
Excepting those ministers who have been for years enga- 
ged in public labors, the convention is constantly changing. 
New members are annually admitted. Young preachers 
receive fellowship ; and new societies are received within 
the pale of the establishment. ‘The societies in fellowship 
ave allowed tosend from one to three or four representa- 
tives; indeed, I know not as there is any restriction as to 
the number. Among these, collected from various parts, 
unknown to each other and unknowing, as they may be, 
of one or both of the parties, how many can be expected 
to take a proper interest in the case ¢ ‘To survey its con 
nexions and bearings correctly ? To enter minutely into 
the various circumstances, and give them their due 
weight ? We are not to say that such persons will gov- 
ern their proceedings by the opinions of those who take a 
deeper interest in the case. We may not assume, that 
delegates will vote with the ministers whom they accom- 
pany. ‘Thrs supposition will not relieve the subject atall. 
And yet, nothing is more certain, than that a deep ana 
tender interest, united with an extensive survey of the 
circumstances, and an affecting concein for the final re- 
sult, is not to be reasonably expected. ‘The distance 
from the scene of the difficulty, the want of acquaintance 
with the parties, the idea that the result of the trial will 
have little or no effect, except in a remote section of the 
country, are Circumstances which tend to neutralize the 
feelings, and to expedite a decision, which may be unfa- 
vorable to the interest and character of individuals. 

But this is notall,nor the worst that is to be feared. 
Who does not know, that human responsibility may be 
divided, till the weight that an individual feels is merely 
nothing. Commit your cause to three or five judicious 
men, and they will feel interested in giving a just sentence. 
The responsibility of an individual is increased in pi opor 
tion to the paucity of the number of the whole, taken col- 
‘ectively. The converse of the proposition is equally true. 
The responsibility, or the sense of responsibility diminish- 
es with the increase of numbers. A FEW men, acting fo: 
others, will feel that they are accountable to MANY; an 
they will proceed with caution and deliberation. A coun 
cil composed of a small number, will feel that it is ac- 
countable to the whole order to which it belongs. It i 
interested in fiaming a decision, that cannot be called in 
question. It isinterested in framing a decision, which the 
obvious dictates of justice and reason shall sanction.— 
The convention may consist of a hundred acting mem 
beis ; and a large part of them may be meinbers of soci 
eties, scattered over an immense extent of country. Te 

hom is this body responsible? Not to other denomina- 
tions. ‘They feel but small accountability to the christian 
public, generally. And let it be remembered, that. th 
convention, acting in the case alluded to, have to satisf 
their own order only, which order they are; for the uni- 
versalist public of “the New-England States and others,’ 
is present by representation in every convention. That 
body is responsible to itself and to itseif alone. 

Thirdly. Cases may occur, and have oceurred, the in- 
vestigation of which may, and have embraced circum- 
stances, that can be of no use to the public to know, while 
tne knowledge of them may be of great disadvantage to 
individuals, particulacly to One or both of the parties up- 
on trial. The sittings of the convention are quite public. 
I know not as any. are excluded, who can find room. In 
every difficulty between men, there will alw ays De some- 
thing that deserves regret, even with the most upright and 
virtuous. Some hasty and violent assertion, some petu- 
lent crimination or recrimination, or some loose and un- 
guarded insinuation will frequently escape the lips of the 
wisest and the best. Such is human nature; suck are 
the unperfections of all. Is any man willing that his in- 








advertencies should be exhibited, where they may be seiz- 


ed by the enemies of his faich, who * watch for his haj; 
ing, when they may be surveyed throagh the micioscoy, 
of enmity till they are magnified to the desirable dimey. 
sions, and probably conveited into materials for bar-rooy, 
anecdotes to giatify the corrupt taste of the openly iryelj. 
gious and profane’? If any ace satisfied with this eyi, o, 
the exposure to it, let them * speak, for them I shall hays 
offended.” CLEMENT, 
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‘*] AM SET FOR THE DEFENCE OF THE GOSPEI..” 


THE REV. MR. NUTTER—aagaiy. 

In our paper of May 8th, the substance of a verbal com 
munication was inserted, relative to the zetlous and velhemen 
labors ofa certain preacher, by the name of Nutter; an; 
we are sorry to learn, that, it was understood, by some of his 
particular friends,7n Livermore, and other places, to indicate 
a spirit of hostility towards the Rev. gentleman. We ar 
satished, however, on a carefu: and deliberate perusal of th. 
artele, that no suéh disposition can be fairly inferred from ii; 
and we do know, that no illiberal or unkind feelings were 
From the account which was 
given us of Mr. Nutter’s labors and manner of preaching, we 
were led to conclude that, he was more successful in eXCiting 
the fears, inflaming the passions and deranging the imagina 
tion of his hearers, than in regulating their affections and ep. 
lightening their understandings. We suspected he was 2 
more burning, thana shining light in the world ; or haa 


indulged, in its insertion. 


more heat than illumination. If we were so unhappy as to 
be in an error of judgment, the ‘aggrieved should remember— 
“Toerr is human; to forgive, divine.’ But we are not 
convinced, as yet, of having committed an error in that respect, 
Having passed thiough Livermore, the place of Mr. Nutter’: 
residence, and several other towns where he has preached, we 
find that people of discernment and respectable standing, are 
of opinion that tac communication was substantially correct 
Several incidents were related in confirmation of our former 
opinion. And yet, feeling perfectly friendly to the aggrieved 
gentleman and his adimirers, and meaning to do by him, a: 
we would wish to be done by, we cheerfully tender him an 
It would 
afford the editor much pleasure, to retract any misstatement, 


opportunity of exposing mistakes in our columns. 


to which he might have been the means of giving circulation. 
Leta wrong statement be pointed out, and it shall be pub- 
lished fortliwith. It ts true, we did not know that Vir. Nutter 
resided in Livermore, or in the States; nor that his fame 
increased in proportion as we were distant from the scene of 
his labors ; otherwise, no remarks would have appeared. 

But, candid reader, can you believe that the preacher, 0 
whom we speak, however sincere he may be, is actuated by 
reasonable motives? If he is consistent in his pvofession, 
will he continue to alarm the fears of the elect, lest they shoul? 
be endlessly miserable ? Is such an event possible, accor 
ing to his system? No. Then let us further inquire— 
Would it save the reprobates from their decreed doom, eve® 
if they were brought to stand on the very brink of that ideal 
bell, ‘* whose flames are so hot and furious, as to melt all bw 
the throne of God ?” If to know their certain destiny would 
not prevent it, (and it would not) then why does the preacher 
tantalize them with such useless fears? We solicit a reply ‘ 
these interrogatories. 


Whot doctrine leads. to Persecution ? 

An highly respected friend wishes to be informed, concert: 
ing the religious sentiments of those, who have carried on the 
work of persecution, on account of religion; whether they 
were advocates for future, endless. misery, or for the more 
rational doctrine of impartial-salvation. Although we would 
by no means imply that all who profess to believe in the 00 
tion of future, unmerciful punishr ent, are necessarily pers 
cutors of others, who may differ from them in opin.on, yeh 
we feel justified in saving, that the abettors of that doctrine 
have been the most oppressive and violent in scenes of perse 
cution. Let us for a moment appeal to historical testimony: 
in support of this suggestion. 

1. The Jews, who persecuted and wasted the primitive 
christians, had so far departed from the simplicity of the 
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of tieir fataers, as to imbibe heatheaish noi.ons ola 
state; and in proportion as they were zealous for de- 


future t! 
the prophets, they 


ending their corruptions of the law and 
ic merciless in the'r treatment of others. 
9, The persecutions which Christians endured from the 
Heathen, under the reigns of Nero, Domitian, Antonius, 
sverus, &e. &c. in which thousands multiplied by thousands, 

gered the severest cruelties, were intimately connected with 
‘ye doctrine, Which consigned such obstinate rebels to the vio- 
ience of infinitely greater barbarities in the world to come. 
Persecutors intend to accelerate, and even to ante date, the 
sorments of their ideal place of suffering in eternity. 

All the persecutions which were carried on among the 
jiferent seers of professing Christians, from Constantine’s 
day to the Reformation, were instigated by a spirit which cal- 
-ylated on a reward in eternity, for such pious services in 
time. Had not the mind been disciplined to look beyond 
what earth could promise for such labors, it is questionable 
whether such inhumanities would have been practised. ‘The 
compassions of ourco:nmon nature or the feelings saturally 
excited by the mild spirit of the gospel, could never induce to 
such inhuman cruelties. Nor has God, in this world exhibit- 
ed any adequate reward of happiness for such pious exer- 
tious; and hence the devotee to the doctrine of endless tor- 
ture, proposes @ recompense in the world of spirits. 

4. Among Catholic and Protestant persecutors, there isa 
zealous attachment to the favorite notion of future, unmerci- 
ful tortures; and from either of their systems remove that 
point of doctrine, and its character is essentially changed. 
‘he doctrine of endless misery appears to have been the 
moving principle of all systems, disbelief in which, subjected 
the unbeliever to imprisonment, banishment or burning: 
Convince whe christian world that God will not torment his 
offspring eternally, but that he will have mercy in the midst 
of judgment, and no Inquisition can be maintained, nor sys- 
iem of cruel persecution perpetuated. 

The Reformer, who procured the execution of Servetus— 
the council which ordered the bones of Wickliffe to be burnt 
—the bigots who drove the Puritans to this western world—- 
and those Puritans who persecuted the Baptists, Quakers, &c. 
ond guarded their holy doctrine by hanging witches ;—all 
these we say, were famous sticklers for endless torment. 
Yes, all the attempts which have been made tu fetter the hu- 
man mind, by some established form of religion, lave been 
headed by those who carry in their hand a printed Creed, 
recognizing the indispensable importance of the above named 
doctrine. 

5. We submit for the consideration of our friend, and read- 
ers in general, whether we do not find the spirit of persecu- 
tion manifested, just in proportion as people are rigid and _te- 
nacious for the endless misery of others. ‘The more liberal 
man is in the rea] sentiments of his heart, the more ready fou 

will find him to be,in apologizing for the errors ofothers. And 
we ought to be careful, even in these remarks, not to indulge 
It should be our object to exhibit facets, 
for the purpose of discouraging a doctrine, which leads 
strenuous advocates into difficulties, and exposes those who 
Sppose it, tothe most cruel sufferings. Our language should 
not be construed to mean, that all the friends of the really het- 
trodow sentiment of ceaseless torment, are persecutors ef oth- 


in a retaliating spirit. 


, rs, or that they exhibit, in general, much ofthe spirit of their 


But should the friends of Truth slumber away the 
day of inquiry, and suffer the Constitution of our country to 
be suited to the creeds of heterodo vy, our dearchildren might 
know something of persecution, besides what they learned in 
history, 


doctrine. 





FIFTH OF JULY. 


By request we give notice, that christians of ditterent 
‘enominations propose to cemmemorate the goodness of 
God, in the establishment of our National Inde pendence, 
rd public thanksgiving and prayer on Monday, the Sth of 

Jaly. The exercises will commence, in the 2d Parish 
meeting house, precisely at half past nine, A. M. and an 
address will be delivered by the Rev. Mr. Ripley.—Miv. 





NEW PAPER. 
. A new Universalist vaper, to be entitled the “ Christian 
Pelescope.” and edited by Br. D.vip PICKERING, is a- 
bout to be commenced in Providence, (R.1.) Itis to be 
Published weekly, at $1 50 per annum, 
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SOU | LHERN ASSOU r AT ION. 

The SouTHERN AssociaTION OF UNIVERSALISTS 
held its semi-annual session at Attleborough, (Mass.) on 
the 9th and 10th June ultimo. The ministering bretbrea 
present, we.e Brs. H. Ballou, Thomas Jones, Sebastian 
Streeter, Paul Dean, David Pickering, Hosea Baliou, 2d. 
Joshua Flagg, Jacob Wood, Elias smith, Thomas W hit- 
temore, Thomas G. Farnsworth, J. Frieze, Adin Ballou, 
Benjamin Whittemore, Barton Ballou and Robert L. Kil- 
lam. The Council was organized by choosing Br. SE- 


a "a = 


cunning, the veil has been sent asunder, the secret reces- 


ses of the temple of the mystery of Garkness, have been 


' . . ‘ . * 
penetrated, its idols have been exhibited in open day, and 


ee 


BASTIAN STREETER, Woderator, and Br. J. FRIEZE, | 


Clerk. A Coinmittee was appointed to receive requests 
for Lette:s of Fellowship, &c. who reported in favour of 
g:anting the same to Bis. Stephen Cutler, William Bell, 
Henry Belding and Josiah P. Fuller; which repoit was 
accepted. Br. Hose« Bannovu, 2d. was appointed a 
Standing Secretary, with instructions to procure a Book, 
and insert therein the former proceedings of that body, 
and to keep a correct record of its future doings. A final 
settlement having taken place, of the unh: ippy difficulties 
which existed between some of the brethren in the minis- 
try, Br. Paun DEAN was again voted into fellowship.— 
{twas then Resolved, That this Association appoint a 
Comninittee of three, whose duty it shall be, to attend to 


the settlement of any complaints which may exist between | 


biethren belonging to this body, that no such complaints 
be brought before it hereafter; and that it shall be the 
duty of complainants, to bring all complaints before said 
Committee, unless the parties can better accommodate 
“ayn ‘Ives by a mutual council of their owa appointing ; 
Bis. Sebastian Streeter, Joshua Flagg and David Picker- 
Ing were chosen to form said Committee. It was likewise 
Voted, That henceforth the:e should be but one session of 
this body in each year. The Association wal then ad- 
journed to meet at South Wilbraham, (Ms.) in June, 1925. 
RELIGIOUS SERVICES. 

There were six Sermons p-eached duiing the session— 
viz: by Br. J. Frieze, from Ps. exxxii. 1, * Behold how 
good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell lozcther 
in unily.” By Br. Hosea Ballou, 2d. from Rey. xxii. 1, 

And he shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear as 
seat proceeding out of the throne of God and of thi 
Lamb.” By Br. Thomas Whittemore, from Ps. lwii. 12 
* Also unto thee, O Lord, belongeth mercy, for thou ren- 
derest lo every man according to his work. By Br. Se- 
bastian Streeter, from Ps. Ixxxix. 2, * Aor IT have said, 
Mercy shall be built up forever.” By. Br. Thomas Jones, 
from Eph. i. 9,10, “ Haring made known unto us the 
mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure, which 
he hath purposed in himself: 
the fulness of times he might gather together in one all 
things in Christ, both whieh are in héaven, and which are 
on earth, even in him.” By Br. Hosea B: tou, | from Gen, 
xviii. 14, “Js any thing loo hard for the Lord.” 


, CIRCULAR LETTER. 
| We are sorry that eur limits will net permit us-to pub- 


lish the whole of this excellent epistle, fiom the pen of 


Br. FRrEzE; we cannot refrain however fiom giving 


the following extracts. | 


|“ To all thet love the Truth as it isin Jesus— 
| 


BELOVED ibKRETREN—tLbe pe.iod has arrived, when 
again it becomes our pleasing duty to address you, on the 
most important, as well as the most delightful subject, the 
cause of truth, and the progress of the principles of Uni- 
versal Benevolence. When we contemplate the gieat 
revolutions that are taking place in the moral world; when 
we behold the rapid advances of the “true light, that now 
shineth ;” when we witness the power of the gospel of the 
grace of life, over the limited systems of darkness, super- 
stition and death, we look forward with rapture, to that 
glovious era, when, we trust, its triumphs shall be. com- 


plete, and when all men shall join the celestial chorus, 


and chaunt the heavenly theme, “Glory to God in the 
highest, peace on earth, good will to men;” when the vis- 
ionary terrocs of an endless heli, shall have ceased to op- 
ecate on the human mind; when love to God, love to man, 
and an inviolabie attachment to the laws of moral virtue 
shall foim the only principles of action, and the t.ue ba- 
sis of the conduct of man, in all his moral and social 
lations. 

“From what is known, of the changes, that have bee., 
effected, during the last half century and the prevalence 
of liberal christianity, at the present period, we cannot 


but indulge the pleasing anticipation, that a short lapse of 


years, will witness its undisputed and universal predomi- 
nance in the human breast. We hail it as a happy omen, 
4s aowelcome haibinger of the conquest of light and truth, 
that the terrific, the abominable and unmerciful doctrines 
of past times, are fist on the wane, and are daily losing 
their importance and thei: support. Much has been don: 
to hide their deformities from human eyes; for ages has 
oll the strength of the clerical phaianx been =. it 
secuie from the public gaze, the mysterious image, 

has been set up, as an object for the blind eeeres | ol 
superstitious world, 





That, mm the dispensation of 


/* good tidings of great joy which shall be to all people. 


their hideous form exposed to public view. 

“* Twenty brethren, united in the great work ot 
preaching the tmpartial grace and sovereign love of Gov, 
were collected together from various paits of the vineyard 
of our Lord, and the intelligence received from each oth- 
er, of the progress of divine truth, was such at to gladden 
our hearts, and to excite in us lively emotions of grati- 

tude and praise, to the bountiful Parent of the human 
race. Four brethren, qualified for the work, received 


letters of fellowship, and are gone forth, to spread the 
’? 


' © B ethren—we will not withhold from you, the joy we 


experience, in giving you the tformation, that the difficul- 
ties, which have for sometime past, existed between some 
individuals in this body, and which have excited so much 
regret, and such general interest, have, at length, been 
amicably adjusted ; and thus, peace and harmony restor- 
ed,to the satisfaction of the brethren, and we trust to the 
disappointing ut and discomfiture of Our inveterate cppo- 
sers—and we doubt not, that we, that you, one and all, 
will unite our exertions, henceforth, to prevent the sp ing- 
ing up of any root of bitterness, whereby peace and Sar- 
mony may again be interrupted. May past examples 
suffice, as a serious admonition to us, ever to Jabor to 
“keep the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace.” 

* Finally, dearly beloved in the Lord; we exhort you to 
move on, with the prize in view, in the glorious cause iv 
which you have engaged; let no consideration turn you 
aside from the truth, let nothing divert your attention 
from the great interests of the Redeemer’s kingdom. Be 
guided in #1! your concerns in Jife, by the precepts of t! 
gospel, and thus glorify God, do honor to his cause, bene- 
fit yourselves and others, promote the best interests of so- 
ciety, thereby proving yourselves worthy the name you 
bear. God grant us strength and wisdom so to do, Amen.” 





EASTERN ASSOCIATION. 

The EASTERN ASSOCIATION OF UNIVERSALISTS held 
their annual session in Farmington, on Wednesday and 
Thursday of last week. The proceedings of which, to- 
gether with a Circulay Letter will be published in our next. 





To CORRESPONDENTS. 
“* AUGUSTINE was received too late for this weck’s 
paper—it will appear in our next. 





ORDINATION. 


In the city of Philadelphia, on Thursday the 10th ult 
Br. WILLIAM MORSE wes solemnly set apa:t to the 
work of the Gospel Ministry, and to the pastoval charge 
of the “Second Independent Church of Christ called U- 
nive rsalist, in the Northern Liberties of the city of Phila- 
delphia.” Introductory Prayer and Sermon by Br. Ep- 
WARD MITCHELL, of the city of New-York. Consceiat- 
ing Prayer and Right Hand of Fellowship by Br. ABNFR 
KNEELAND, of Philade Iphia. The Charge and Delivery 
of the Scriptures, by Br. RicHarp CARKRIGUL, of the 
city of Hudson, N.Y. 


. 





MARRIED, 

In thistown, Mr. John Purinton, merchant, to Miss Mary 
Rogers Sinith. 

By Elder Rand, Mr.Robert 8. Leach, to Miss Nancy Dela 
no.—Mr. Silas G. Dyer, to Miss Thankful Blake 

By Joseph Pope, Esq. Franeis Dennis to Miss Mary Cox. 


rea er ae ee Pere el h 


DIED, 

In tis town, Mrs. Lydia M. + lake, aged 111.—Mrs. Mary 
nage aged 69.—-Capt. Joseph Steele aged 48 —A Child of 
Mr James Chadbourn, aged 3 months — Ab gail Rice, daugh- 
ter of Mr. Joseph Cushing, aged 4 years—-killed instantly by 
the rolling of a spar, while at play. 


In Canton, (Me.) on the 2ist ult. Mrs. Sanny, wife of 
GIDEON Eutis, Esq. aged 29; and youngest daughter of 
the late John Holland, Esq. of Dixfiel | is. Ellis died of 
a lingering consumption, which -he bore, through all its 
wasting stages, with christian fortitude and resignation, 





and unassuming in her piety, her death is most deeply la- 
mented. To all her acquaintance it was suprising that 
Mis. E. could live so near to the commands of Chiist, ner 
Was it less so, to some of them, that, professing to rely for 
hope of salvation and immortality, on the universal grace 
of God, her dying moments should be so divinely blessed. 
With a calmness and tranquility of mind rarely equalled, 





But, in despite of their strength and |! 


ned he:self into the cold arms of death, commend- 
and child, her near relatives and 


ne re sig 
inc hey dea: husbend 
ba yovldential kind ©andn iful fa- 
i onnections, to the prot ential Kindness ana mercitu a 
al vor of God, ente. teining anunv avering hope, that though 
the mecdietion of Jesus, she should finally meet them all 


iu glory,where separation would be known no moreforevei 


Being amiable in he: disposition, virtuous in converse tion, . 
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CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 
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STAR IN THE EAST. 


Hail thou blest morn! when the great Mediator 
Down from the regions of glory descends, 
Shepherds, go worship the babe in the manger, 
Lo; for his guard the bright angels attend. 
Brightest and best of the suns of the morning, 
Shine on our darkness and lene us thine aid; 
Star in the East the horizon adorning, 
Guide where our infant Redeemer is laid. 








Cold in his cradle the dew-dropsare shining, 
Low lies his bed with the beasts of the stall ; 
Angels adore him in slumbers reclining, 
Parent and Monarch and Saviour of all. 
Brightest and best, &c. 


Say, shall we yield him, in costly devotion, 
Odours of Eden and offerings divine— 

Gems ofthe mountain and pearls from the ocean, 
Myrrh from the forest and gold from the mine. 

Brightest and best, &c. 


Vainly we offer each ample oblation ; 
Vainly with gold we his favor secure ; 
Richer by far is the heart’s adoration ; 
Dearer to God are the prayeis of the poor. 
Brightest and best, &c. 











THE REFLECTOR. 
AN ADDRESS TO THE PUBLIC, 
By the Evesuam Assoctation, on the subject of 
ARDENT SPIRITS. 
It is cause of much regret, that there are not more of our 
fellow citizens engaged to discourage the unnecessary use of 





Ardent Spirits; and it is our earnest desire to enlist every se. | at Jerusalem, or in the tempie 





—— ne: 
return of her once fond and affectionate husband. Sheclasps,; we do, we anticipate the general judgment, and by giving or 
her sleeping and lovely babe to her breast, starting at every | withholding, we so far as our influence goes, pass sentence of 


whistle of the wind, or the beating of the storm, antic:pating 
some unwelcome messenger with tidings of some mishap to 
her devoted husband. Should he arrive without accident at 
late unseasonable hours. he may be quarrelsome and abusive, 
and instead of pouring the oil of consolation into ber bleeding 
heart, render hier situation still more wretched. What is the 
deplorable situation of any families at this moment, who 
once lived in wealth and opulence? They have been swept 
by this fell destroyer of hunan happiness, as with the * besom 
of destruction,’ tothe lowest state of poverty and degradation ; 
the poor are rendered still poorer and more wretched in its in- 
ordmate use.” 

in closing this Address we sincerely desire the encourage- 
ment of all, especially of those who have been overcome.— 
We feel sympathy for the weakness of a brother whose strength 
has failed in the hour of temptat on. But let not these be cis- 
couraged. You may stil obtain strength by timely resisting 
temptation, and carefully watching unto prayer And may 
the young men avoid the common use of this article. Your 
example will have a powerful influence to remove this dan- 
gerous custom; and for your faithfulness herein, you will be 
rewarded not only with the blessing of preservation, but the 
crown of Peace will assuredly rest upon you. 

THE ASSOCIATION. 





FROM THE EVANGELICAL REPERTORY. 


THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST. 


Infidels have triumphantly asked, why did Jesus, after his | 


resurrection, appear only to his apostles, and to a few of bis 
disciples and friends ? Why did he not show himself in pub- 
lic? Why did he not visit the temple, and exhibit himself 
in the streets of Jerusalem to the people, to his enemies, to the 
chief priests and rulers, and thus afford the most easy and 
most indubita)le proof of his beingraised from the dead? ‘To 
these questions, an able writer gives the following answers : 

1 Admitting the evidence of the resurrection of Jesus, 
would have been considerably strengthened by his public ap- 
pearance, so as to have rendered it absolutely irresistable, st 
may be justly asked. what right we have to demand, what 
analogy would lead us to expect this decisive and overpower- 
ing evidence? The evidence actually granted is amply suf- 
ficient to satisfy a reasonable and candid inquirer; nor is it 
analagous to the usual conduct of the divine government to 
afferd so high a degree of evidence upon moral subjects, even 
of the greatest importance, such as his own existence, and at- 
tributes and governuevt, as would supersede inquiry and 
preclude doubt. 

2. But the evidence of the resurrection of Jesus would 
have been considerably diminished by his public appearance 
In this case the rulers aid 


rious and enlightened mind to aid us in this very interesting | people would either have believed, and beer converted to 


coucern. 


It has been with heart felt pleasure that we have observed | 


many men of talents deeply interesting themselves in the pub- 


lic good, laboring diligently to correct the most prominent | 
' 


evils of the age,as war and slavery. But while these are be- 


coming more and more reprobated throughout the Christian | 


world, this subtle foe. this tyrant Strong drink, is enslaving 
many of our connexions in life, and probably slaying more of 
wie human family than sword, famine and pestilence. 

When Ardent Spirits are admitted into our families, and 
given to our laborers as a common drink, it exposes them to 
the liability of becoming victims to inteinperance. And the 
heretofore prevalent but erroneous idea. that this stimulant is 
requisite in the performance of hard and constant labor, is ea- 
sily refuted by a reference to actual experiment. And we are 
supported by the best medical authorities, when we say they 
possess no nourishment 

‘The season is now approaching, when apparently we may 
receive from the hands of a bountiful Creator. a rich reward 
for our toil; butcan it be said that we are rendering unto him 
the gratitude and praise that are due; if in gathering the bless- 
ings of His munificient hand, we indulve ourselves in the free 
use of those intoxicating liquors, which inflame the passions, 
enervate the mind, and draw it from its Creator—which de- 
prives man of his reason aud sinks him below the brute crea. 
tion; and in short, is the source from which flows most of 
those evils that degrade and afflict the human family. The 
practice of thus handing out Ardent Spirits in hay time and 
harvest, has been long sanctioned by custom, and probably 

y many, without ever taking a serious thought of its contain- 

ating effects on the morals and health of the laborer. And 
caough for a time this evil seed may remain apparently dor- 
nant, yet ‘us striking deep its wide spreading roots, though 
ieely and slowly in its beginning, yet ’tis silently progressing 
and almost insensibly maturing, and ere long will show its des- 
olating effects. Let every Farmer, therefore, before he pro 

ures Ardent Spirits to use in his harvest field, reflect seriously 


on the importance of making a firm stand against the use of 


this prolifie source of intemperance; let him duly consider, 
whether by withholding the intoxicating cup, he may not save 
t fellow being from the “ horrible pit,” and be the happy in 
strument of advancing the cause of morality. and largely con- 
tribute to the comfort and happiness of his fellow creatures. 
We sincerely hope, the tender feelings of humanity may 
never become callous, by the frequent witness of such scenes 
as we now describe Mark the amiadle and virtuous wife 
of the drunkard, watching at all unseasonable hours of the 
night sleepless and disconsolate, her eyes swollen with orief, 
and her heart almost ready to burst with painful anxiety the 





Christianity or they would not if they had denied or ex- 
plained away the fact, aud rejected the mission, a suppos'tion 
by no meansimprobable cousidering the conduct of some, at 
the resurrect on of Lazarus, it would have been said in suc- 
ceed ng times, that cotemporaries did not believe, that pre 
tended eye-witnesses denied the fact, and rejected the doctrine. 
How then can you expect, that we who live at this distance 
of time and place, that we who have uo opportunity for ex- 
amination and inquiry should give credit to the tale? To 
this question, what reply could be made ? 

But if, on the contrary. the Jews had believed the resurrec- 
tion of Jesus; and if upon this ground, they had acknowl- 
edged him as the Messiah. the religion of Jesus would from 
its commencement have been the religion of the state; and 
how natural it would have been in this case. for unbelievers 
to pretend, that the whole business was an artifice of the 
priests and rulers to impose on tie people? At least we are 
sure, that in these circumstances. the Christian religion would 
have been entirely destitute of that connecting evidence, 
which it now derives from the rapid progress which it made 
in the world not only without political support, but in direct 
opposition to the vices and prejudices of mankind, and to the 
interest aud influence of the ecclesiastical and political au- 
thorities. 





From the (Philadelphia) Reformer. 





MISSIONARY SERMON. 

The following sevtiments we are informed by the American 
Eagle, were uttered by Mr. Boardman in his sermon at the 
late annual meeting of the Foreign Missionary Society of 
Litchfield County, held in the town of Litchfield. 


‘Mr. Boardman observed, that there are now six hundred 
millions of heathen in the world —that a generation passes off 
the stage once in 30 years) and consequently, that there are 
six hundred millions of immortal souls consigned to eternal 
perdition every 30 years—that with these facts staring us in the 
face we have no right to INQUIRE into the propriety of giving 
a part of our substance to Christ—that we know it to be our 
duty as well as our gieatest privilege to give— that every 
moment we stop toinguire into the expediency or propriety of 
giving, thousands of immortal souls are sinking into eternal 
ruin for want of the money which we withhold. He also 
said that we were placed in a situation of amful responsibili- 
ty; God had given us power and ability to SeAL ‘THE 
ETERNAL DESTINY OF SIX HUNDRED MILLION 
SOULS—and that giving our money would be the means of 
their salvation, and withholding it would insure their damva- 
fron—and that knowing these facts and possessing the means 


eterna! felicity or woe upon six hendred millions of precigy, 
immortal souls.” 


CONFESSION OF DAVID D. HOW. 


The following sentence is an extract from the confession of 
David D. How, who was recently evecuted for the murd¢; 
of Ornetto Cuvecn, as written by Elder J. Badger, and 
signed by said How. 


“ My troubles destroyed in me almost all the fine feelings | 
ever possessed. i now aroused all the hope I could in the 
dectrine of Universalism, which | had long tried to cherish a; 
a cloak for my sins, tho’ 1 cannot say 1 honestly and fully 
believed it.” : 

One of the most crying sins of Universalism in the mouths 
of its opponents, is its demoralizing tendency — if the doctrine 
has been used for bad purposes in the lives of some vicious 
people. ve conceive there ts no greater indignity 0: ered thay 
the grace of God which leadeth meu to repentance, has oftey 
received. The wickedness of man consists greatly in_ per. 
verting the blessings of heaven to bad purposes. But we are 
happy to find in the above instance, as we have noticed jn 
similar occurences betore,that the doctrine of universal salva. 
tion, grasped with a view to cover iniquity and silence the re. 
proofs of conscience, has disappointed its adherer. He could 
find in it uo hiding place, in which he could practice iniquity 
and be atrest. Besides our opposers will remember that tere 
has been one murderer that was not of our faith,—one mur. 
derer that believed in endless misery,—not so much for jin. 
self, as for his neighbor, whom he had hurried out of the 
world in his sins, without giving him time for repentance. 

Christian Kepository. 








Influence of Calvinism ona Child. 
When not above seven or eight years of age the popular no- 
tions respecting the character and government of God made 
deep impressious on my mind, and produced much bitterness 
of soul: the Almighty appeared to me as an omnipotent ty- 
rant, who acted from an arbitrary and capricious will, who 
bad brougiit me into existence in such a state of depravity 
hat | could not please him, yet that if i did not please him, he 
would deliver me over to the ‘devil, to be tormented to all 
eternity: 1 saw no possibility of escaping imexpressible and 
endless misery, unless» was one of the elect, of which I could 
find no evidence. tn the anguish which these sentiments 
caused, | involuntarily wished there had been no God ; for he 
appeared to me the most tremendous enemy. I was greatly 
shocked with the thoughts which passed in my mind, and the 
words which escaped me on the occasion; and long after, 
thought 1 had committed a great crime mn so thinking and 
speak ng not perceiving it was the natural consequence ot 
the views of God which I had at that time received.— 
tiad [ been taught that he is infinitely good, the kind #riend 
and loving Father of all, my feelings and wishes would have 
been justthe reverse of what they were. Remembering th 
wornwoud and the gall, since | attained to more rational and 
scriptural views of God anc his government, which fill tie 
soul with joy and consolation, it has become my delight, and 
what must ever esteem an indispensable duty, to do all | 
can to free my fellow creatures from notions which embittered 

a large portion of the days of iny childhood and youth. 





DISAPPOINTMENT OF ORTHODOX ZEAL. 

You tell ine our poor friend Ben Kent is gone: 1 hope 
to the regions of the blessed, or at least to some place 
where souls are prepared for those regions! I found my 
hope on this, that though not so orthodox as you anid I, 
he was an honest man and had his virtues. If he had any 
hypocrisy it was of that inverted kind, with which a man 
is not so bad as he seems to be. And with regard to future 
bliss, I cannot help imagining that multitudes of the zeal- 
ously orthodox of different,sects, who’at the last day may 
flock together, in hopes of seeing each other damned, will 
be disappointed and obliged to rest content with their own 
salvation.—Ffranklin’s Private Correspondence. 

DR. PRIESTLEY THE HONEST HERETIC. 

Remember ine affectionately to good Dr. Price, and to the 
honest heretic Dr. Priestley. [do not call him nonesr by 
way of distinction, for | think all the heretics i have known 
have been virtuous men. ‘They have the virtue of fortitude, 
or they would not venture to own their beresy ; and they can- 
not afford to be deficient in any of the other virtues, as that 
would give advantaye to their many enemies; and they have 
not like orthodox sinners such a number of friends to excuse 
or justify them. Do not, however, mistake me. It is not 
to my good friend’s heresy that I impute his honesty. On 
the contrary, ’tis his honesty that brought upon him the che- 
acter of heretic.—/iid. 
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